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what is art the contributors to theories of art today address the assertion that the
term art no longer holds meaning they explore a variety of issues including
aesthetic and institutional theories of art feminist perspectives on the philosophy
of art the question of whether art is a cluster concept and the relevance of tribal

art to philosophical aesthetics contributors to this book include such distinguished
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philosophers and historians as arthur danto joseph margolis and george dickie

this unique and extraordinarily rich collection of writings offers a thematic
approach to understanding the various theories of art that illumined the direction
of nineteenth century artists as diverse as tommaso minardi and georges seurat it
is significant that during the nineteenth century most artists felt compelled to

found their artistic practice on a consciously established premise

the companion provides an accessible critical survey of western visual art theory
from sources in classical medieval and renaissance thought through to

contemporary writings

includes selections from major writers on various approaches to art theory for

example freud jung marx heidegger

in today s art world many strange even shocking things qualify as art in this book
cynthia freeland explains why innovation and controversy are valued in the arts
weaving together philosophy and art theory with many fascinating examples she
discusses blood beauty culture money museums sex and politics clarifying
contemporary and historical accounts of the nature function and interpretation of
the arts freeland also propels us into the future by surveying state of the art web
sites along with cutting edge research on the brain s role in perceiving art this clear
provocative book engages with the big debates surrounding our responses to art
and should prove an invaluable introduction to anyone interested in thinking about

art

this is an analytical survey of the thought about painting and sculpture as it
unfolded from the early eighteenth to the mid nineteenth centuries this was the
period during which theories of the visual arts particularly of painting and
sculpture underwent a radical transformation as a result of which the intellectual
foundations of our modern views on the arts were formed because this
transformation can only be understood when seen in a broad context of cultural
aesthetic and philosophical developments of the period moshe barasch surveys
the opinions of the artists and also treats in some detail the doctrines of

philosophers poets and critics barasch thus traces for the reader the entire
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development of modernism in art and art theory

this book the first in moshe barasch s series on art theory offers a comprehensive
analysis and reassessment of major trends in european art theory and its
development from the time of plato to the early eighteenth century barasch
expertly guides the reader from the interwoven attitudes and traditions of antiquity
through the writings of st thomas aquinas and the aesthetic values of the middle
ages to the branching out of several disciplines art history art criticism abstract
aesthetics in the late renaissance clearly outlining the development of art theory
and exploring the central issues of each historical period theories of art is a
valuable resource for the art historian as well as a stimulating introduction for the

general reader

this is an analytical survey of the thought about painting and sculpture as it
unfolded from the early eighteenth to the mid nineteenth centuries this was the
period during which theories of the visual arts particularly of painting and
sculpture underwent a radical transformation as a result of which the intellectual
foundations of our modern views on the arts were formed because this
transformation can only be understood when seen in a broad context of cultural
aesthetic and philosophical developments of the period moshe barasch surveys
the opinions of the artists and also treats in some detail the doctrines of
philosophers poets and critics barasch thus traces for the reader the entire

development of modernism in art and art theory

this book offers a critical examination of influential social theories of art that points
to the poverty of much contemporary art theory including that of the new art
history and its deconstructionist critics and the important but underacknowledged
ethical implications of theorizing heywood writes clearly and illuminatingly about
the problematic relationship between the seminar and the studio theory and
practice his findings will be of interest and relevance to students of sociology art

history fine art philosophy and cultural studies

this treatise on aesthetics begins by showing that the word art is used as a name
not only for art proper but also for certain things which are art falsely so called

these are craft or skill magic and amusement each of which by confusion with art
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proper generates a false aesthetic theory in the course of attacking these theories
the author criticizes various psychological theories of art offers a new theory of
magic and reinterprets plato s so called attack on art showing that it has been
entirely misunderstood finally he draws important inferences concerning the

position of art in human society

this book is an accessible introduction to the critical theories used in analysing art
it covers a broad range of approaches presenting individual arguments
controversies and divergent perspectives this edition has been updated to reflect
recent scholarship in contemporary art and has been broken down into smaller
sections for greater accessibility the book begins with a revised discussion of the
difference between method and theory the following chapters apply the varying
approaches to works of art some of them new to this edition the book ends with a

new conclusion that focuses on the way the study of art is informed by theory

in this volume the third in his classic series of texts surveying the history of art
theory moshe barasch traces the hidden patterns and interlocking themes in the
study of art from impressionism to abstract art barasch details the immense social
changes in the creation presentation and reception of art which have set the
history of art theory on a vertiginous new course the decreased relevance of
workshops and art schools the replacement of the treatise by the critical review
and the interrelation of new modes of scientific inquiry with artistic theory and
praxis the consequent changes in the ways in which critics as well as artists
conceptualized paintings and sculptures were radical marked by an obsession
with intense immediate sensory experiences psychological reflection on the effects
of art and a magnetic pull to the exotic and alien making for the most exciting and

fertile period in the history of art criticism

a survey of the field of art intended to introduce the beginner to the complex
questions that stem from the simple idea of art painters theorists and philosophers
are all included to show how the idea of art has developed over the last 5 000

years

if an artist sends a live peacock to an exhibition is it art what is art is a question

many of us want answered but are too afraid to ask it is the very question that
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nigel warburton demystifies in this brilliant and accessible little book with the help
of varied illustrations and photographs from cézanne and francis bacon to andy
warhol and damien hirst best selling author warburton brings a philosopher s eye
to art in a refreshing jargon free style with customary clarity he explains art
theories that are much discussed but little understood by thinkers such as clive bell
r g collingwood and wittgenstein he illuminates other perplexing problems in art
such as the artist s intention representation and emotion drawing on photographs
of cindy sherman and tiananmen square warburton shows that if we are ever to
answer the art question we must consider each work of art on its own terms a
stimulating and handy guide through the art maze the art question is essential
reading for anyone interested in art philosophy or those who simply like looking at

and thinking about pictures

collection of provocative essays that introduce students to the best and most

recent criticism of post modern art 1960 1990

includes selections from major writers on various approaches to art theory for

example freud jung marx heidegger
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